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This document is intended to help players who are new to playing chess online to get set up and playing chess on 

chess.com. It assumes the user is using a laptop or desktop computer rather than a mobile phone.  

2 Sign up 

Open your favourite internet browser (e.g. chrome or Microsoft edge). Type in chess.com and press enter. 
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From the Chess.com home page click ‘sign up’ and you’ll be taken to a 

sign up page: 
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Pick your username! This is the name others will see when playing chess. It can be your real name, or anything 

you want. If someone else has already picked the name, you’ll see a notice to pick something else.  

 

Next, enter your email address.  

Choose a strong password! Passwords must be at least six characters, and good passwords use a mix of case, 

letters, numbers and special characters. 

Choose your skill level!  These are the options:  

• New to chess: 400 

• Beginner: 800 

• Intermediate: 1200 

• Advanced: 1600 

• Expert: 2000 

When you’ve got everything ready, click ‘create your free account’ and you’re ready to start playing chess! Just 

like that!  

Remember to check your email! Even though your account is created, be sure to check your email for the 

activation email!  Click on the link in the email. 

You won’t be able to chat or post in forums until you’ve activated your account!  

3 Play your first game 
Browse to chess.com and select “Log In” (if you are not already logged in.) 



Starting out on Chess.com Page 4 
 
 

 



Starting out on Chess.com Page 5 
 
 

 Enter your username and password and click Log in 

 

 

This brings you to your home page (chess.com/home). Select “New Game”.  
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Then click on “Play”. Chess.com will automatically find an opponent of roughly your strength and the game will begin 

immediately with the default time control of game in 10 minutes.  

 

You move the pieces by dragging and dropping them with your mouse or finger. You can offer a draw by clicking on 

the ½ next to the board and you can resign by clicking on the flag.  
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During or after your game, you can “chat” with your opponent by typing in the message box at the bottom right 

hand corner of the page and add an emoji by clicking on the little face and selecting an image.  

 

4 Join a club 
Log in to chess.com.  

To join Stourbridge online chess club, browse to https://www.chess.com/club/stourbridge-chess-club and click on 

“join” and that’s it. 

To find another club, go to your home page (chess.com/home) then scroll down to the “clubs” section on the left 

hand side. Click on the >.  

 

1.  

Type in part of the name of the club you are looking for. Do not select a country. Then click on the magnifying glass. 

The search results will appear in the middle of the screen. Click on the club you are interested in and then click on 

“join” to join the club. 

https://www.chess.com/club/stourbridge-chess-club
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